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District Community: 

 

We are sure that you are aware of the fact that many children in today’s world face health issues 

concerning food. The statistics are staggering when you look at them.  Food allergies among 

children increased by 50 percent between 1997 and 2011, according to a 2013 study released by 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Today, one in 13 children has food 

allergies, and nearly 40 percent of these children have already experienced a severe allergic 

reaction.  Many of our students deal with serious food-related problems/allergies that can require 

emergency procedures and many of these reactions happen at school. We must remember that the 

health, safety and well-being of children are always our first concern.   

 

Now more than ever, the use of food in the classroom for celebrations/parties is becoming a very 

dangerous situation.  Although we take substantial measures in the areas of notification, 

education, and planning, we can never be fully certain that foods that are deemed “safe” are 

indeed “safe” as they may be manufactured in a machine or in a facility that has in some way a 

cross contamination issue.  Although less significant, the time spent in the main office and in the 

classroom organizing, delivering, and preparing a large amount of very different items for 

celebrations takes away from the efficiency that is needed within the buildings.  Therefore, we are 

adopting a no food policy for class celebrations in line with the federal policy on student health 

and wellness.  Of course there may be exceptions that must be cleared through administration.  A 

clear exception that would be planned for is the curriculum-based MAS Around The World 

Festival celebrated at the 5
th
 grade level.  This and any other exceptions will be planned for and 

communicated well in advance.   

 

Our schools value celebrating and recognizing our students’ wonderful achievements. As such we 

have developed long standing traditions to celebrate in our students’ academic endeavors as well 

as other celebratory events such as birthdays and holidays. These celebrations will continue but 

food will not be a part of them. Teachers, parents and the PTOs have and continue to develop 

many ways to celebrate traditions without food while preserving the enjoyment that goes along 

with celebrating birthdays and holidays. Such examples include playing games and making 

special crafts during holiday parties and bringing in special non-food treats such as pencils and 

stickers or donating a class book or game for birthdays. We thank you for your understanding as 

we continue to strive to meet the needs of all students; assuring that each school has a safe and 

productive learning environment.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact the 

building principal at either school. 

 

We look forward to an exciting school year!  

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Jordan 

Superintendent of Schools 



 


